
ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES ESSAY CONTEST 2015 
 

 
Essay Prompt: What does post-9/11 mean to you? 

 
Write a 500-word essay on the topic. Write about the impact of post-9/11 activism at UIC, in 
Chicago, within your community, or internationally. Essays will be judged for engaging 
content, strength of writing, and originality of presentation. Diverse viewpoints and 
experiences are welcome. Specific UIC perspectives are highly encouraged.  

 
Asian American Studies at UIC explores the histories, identities, cultural expressions, social 
and community formations, and politics of people of Asian ancestry (including but not limited 
to those from East Asia, South Asia, Southwest and Southeast Asia) in the United States. It 
is a field that has continually expanded and transformed in relation to the new immigration 
patterns and historical shifts in U.S. racial formation, including, most recently, phenomena 
such as Islamaphobia, new Orientalisms, and anti-Arab/South Asian/Muslim racisms. See 
http://asam.uic.edu/ 
 
Prize Information: $200 1st prize; $100 2nd prize. Winners will be recognized at the Asian 
American Studies Expo event on April 20th at 4pm. 
 
Deadline: Monday, April 6, 2019 by 11:59pm 
 
Submission guidelines: Send entry by email to mheich2@uic.edu  

• Please include a separate cover sheet with name, brief biographical background (3 
sentences), address, phone number, email address, UIN and the title of the essay; do 
not your name on the essay itself. 

• Essay with title at the top (but no name). Format: 12-point font, 1” margins, single 
spaced.  

 
Eligibility: 

• Any currently registered UIC undergraduate students are eligible to enter. You do not 
have to be of Asian or Arab-American descent. 
 

Entries are judged anonymously by a judging committee that is comprised of UIC faculty 
and staff.  
 
For information, contact Matthew Heichelbech (mheich2@uic.edu)  

The Kamal Kishore Kapur Memorial Prize is awarded annually to an undergraduate student at 
UIC for an essay sharing a perspective on Asian American experiences. The Prize encourages 
student engagement with social and political issues as a way to create new ways of knowing and 
being that will transform our community.  


